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SCHEDULE FOR COMP PLAN 2020 ITEMS

PC Meeting Date Topic

Jan 22 Mineral Lands (MRL) Overview 

Feb 5 MRL Stakeholder/PC Roundtable

Feb 19 MRL Review Follow-Up, Final Questions

March 4 Long Term Forestry (LTF); Parks Level of Service

March 18 Chapter 11-Health; Logistical Chapters

April 1 Chapter 11 Follow-up; LTF/Parks Follow Up

April 15 Final Questions and Review; Request Public Hearing

May 20 Public Hearing: Comp Plan 2020
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Mineral Resource Lands
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OVERVIEW OF MINERAL LANDS UPDATE
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THURSTON COUNTY MINERAL LANDS: A HISTORY

2003

BoCC places moratorium 
on new designation of 

mineral lands.
Establishes Mineral Lands 

Task Force.

2010
County adopts 

revised mineral lands 
designation criteria. 
Weyerhaeuser et al. 
challenges to the 

GMHB.

2012-2013
County adopts 

amended designation 
criteria for mineral 

lands.

2013
GMHB rules Countyõs 
designation criteria is 
in compliance, and will 
be mapped during the 
next Comprehensive 
Plan Periodic Update
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WHY ARE WE UPDATING MINERAL LANDS?

òIn designating mineral resource lands, counties and cities must 

approach the effort as a county -wide or regional process , with 

the exception of owner-initiated requests for designation. Counties 

and cities should not review mineral resource lands 

designations solely on a parcel -by-parcel basis.ó

- 365-190-070 WAC
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RECENT DIRECTION

February 14, 2017

BoCCadopts Scope 
of Work, which 
states òupdate map 

of designated 
mineral lands based 
on adopted criteriaó

March 21, 2018
Planning Commission 
recommendation on 

scope: map mineral lands 
based on adopted 

criteria, but consider co-
designation of agricultural 

lands

July 24, 2018
Board directs staff to 

proceed with PC 
Recommendation, and 

consider policies to address 
partially designated parcels 

and the 1000 foot 
separation distance

Nov. 20, 2018
Board directs 
staff to map 
designation 

criteria parks 
based on option 
1 (more parks)

May 2019

Management 
splits Scope of 

Work ðmineral 
lands becomes 
a continuing 

item

9 Planning Commission Meetings on Mineral Lands

9 MRL Focus Group Meetings
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PROJECT STEPS FOR MINERAL RESOURCE LANDS UPDATE

1 Identify and classify
Develop a countywide inventory based on geologic 

information.

2 Designate
Identify areas where high quality mineral resources 

exist and are compatible with existing land use 

patterns.

3 Conserve
Establish policies that ensure compatibility between 

resources and future land uses.

4 Permit
New mining operations still need to apply for a permit 

and be reviewed before mining can take place.
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MAJOR CHANGES RELATED TO MINERAL LANDS

Á Chapter 2 ðLand Use ðAcreages in Table 2-3 (page 2-12)

Á Chapter 3 ðMineral Lands Text, Mineral Lands Designation Criteria, Policies for Mineral Lands

Á Map M-43 will be removed and replaced with Map N-2

Á Thurston County Code

Á TCC 17.20 ðMineral Extraction Code

Á TCC 18.04 ðResource Use Notice Plats

Á TCC 20.03 ðStructure, Interpretations and Definitions

Á TCC 20.30B ðDesignated Mineral Lands (Zoning Ordinance)

Á TCC 20.54 ðSpecial Use Permit

Á TCC 20.60 ðViolations & Enforcement Administrative Procedures
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CHAPTER 3 - MINIMUM DESIGNATION CRITERIA

1.   Mineral Deposits.  Designated mineral resource lands should contain deposits consisting of sand and gravel, 

coal, sandstone, basalt, or other igneous rock, based on U.S. Geological Survey maps or site-specific information 

prepared by a geologist, or as indicated by State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) mining permit data.

2.   Location.  Designated mineral resource lands shall be separated by a distance of at least 1,000 feet from 

public preserves, which include parks, national wildlife refuges, state conservation areas, wild life areas, and 

other government owned preserves, but excluding hunting areas. In addition, designated mineral resource lands 

shall be at least 1,000 feet from urban growth areas and rural residential areas with existing densities 

predominantly one dwelling unit per five acres or higher, in order to minimize land use conflicts during the 

long-term operation of the mine.

To qualify for a mineral resource designation, at least 60% of the area within 1,000 feet of a proposed site 

must be made up of parcels 5 acres in size or larger, excluding parcels owned by the applicant.
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CHAPTER 3 - MINIMUM DESIGNATION CRITERIA

3.   Minimum Site Size.  An area proposed for the mineral resource lands designation should be at least 5 acres 

in size.

4. Marketability.  Mineral resource lands shall contain non-strategic minerals which are minable, recoverable 

and marketable in the present or foreseeable future as determined by a licensed professional geologist.

Á OPTION A -1: 5. Mineral resource lands shall not include agriculture lands of long-term commercial 

significance, or historical/cultural preservation sites. (current language in comp plan)

Á OPTION A -2: 5. Mineral resource lands shall not includeagriculture lands of long-term commercial 

significance, or historical/cultural preservation sites.

6. Mineral resource lands may include lands designated for long-term forestry.
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CHAPTER 3 ðPOLICY CHANGES

ÁMineral Lands Designation Background and Information

Á How properties can apply for designation 

Á How properties can apply for removal from designation

ÁGoals, Objectives and Policies

Á Goal 7: Talks about designation and conservation

Á 4-year review and update cycle

Á Details on how a landowner can apply for designation or removal

Á Goal 8: Environment and land use impacts managed through permitting process

Á Goal 9: Policies about reclamation and post-extractive uses

Before (designation policies)

During (permitting & 

environment policies)

After (reclamation policies)
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